SHELBY COUNTY

ANIMAL CONTROL

P O. Box 467
Columbiana, AL 35051 Alabama Code§3-1
§3-7A6-eash

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached information is provided to you to illustrate our current policies and activities
associated with Animal Control in Shelby County.

I hope this information explains our processed required due to the laws adopted though the State
of Alabama Legislature.

Do not hesitate to contact us with additional questions.

Sincerely,

(e iy Ludeleck

Alex Dudchock
County Manager

LY

AD:ms

Alex Dudchock Wayne Jones

County Manager Supervisor
Tel. (205) 669-3708 Tel. (205} 669-3968

Fax (205) 663-3864 SHELBY COUNTY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER Fax (205) 669-3968



SHELBY COUNTY
RABIES CONTROL AND
ANIMAL BITES - EXPOSURES
GUIDELINES

Primary Agencies Involved: Shelby County Health Department
Shelby County Rabies Officer
Shelby County Animal Control
Shelby County Humane Society
Shelby County Sheriff and
Municipal Police Departments

Rabies Law - Code of Alabama. 1975, Title 3, Chapter 7-A

Rabies is a fatal disease which is transmitted through the saliva or central nervous system of an infected animal
to another animal via bite or contact with an abrasion, wound, or any mucous membrane (exposed).

There is a ten (10) day period in which rabies infected dogs and cats will begin to display systems of rabics.
Hence, the ten (10) day mandatory quarantine for cats and dogs.

An official exposure occurs when it is confirmed by a physician. Doctors and emergency rooms are required by
law 1o report exposures to the County Health Department or Rabies Officer. Others may report the
bite/exposure, but quarantine or sacrifice cannot be required until the exposure is official and confirmed by a

physician.

Ifan animal has to be killed, do not damage the head. After death, the animal should be refrigerated or frozen
until it is taken to the pound, health department offices or Iaboratory.

Animal bites should be reported to the Shelby County Health Department between the hours of §:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. While persons bitten may need immediate medical attention, the bite

report is not an emergency. However, it should be reported the same day or the next working day.




CountYy COMMISSION
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P O Box 467 . GEORGE DAILEY

. MICHELE GEORGE-CAMP
CoLUMBIANA, AL 35051 . DANIEL M, ACKER
W. PAUL YEAGER
LARRY DILLARD
. LINDSEY ALLISON
. TED CROCKETT

. DON ARMSTRONG

CDNBMAWN

Note: If you are located within the limits of a city, please contact your focal municipality for animal control
information in your area.

SHELBY COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL GUIDELINES

~ These guidelines are ntot applicable for the Animal Bites/ Exposures procedures
previously adopted for Shelby County

~ Animal Control calls should be directed to 669-8766 Monday thru Friday 8:00-4:30
P.M. Domestic Livestock calis must be directed to the Sherifl’s Office 669-4181,

~ Dogs
Leash Law - This law applies ouly to dogs. Animal Control can only coltect a dog in violation of the leash law if it does not have a current rabies tag.

The State of Alabama Department of Health recognizes a current rabies immunization as being a vaccination within a one year period. Should a
citizen contact Animal Control (669-8766) with 2 complaint concerning a possible leash law violation, the county will mail a notice letter to the
possible dog owner. The complainant can elect to report to the Sheriff’s Office for the processing ofa written complaint and subseguently take
action through the District Attorney’s office il need be. The owner of a dog in vielation of the leash faw can be subjest to a misdemeanor offense and
payment of a fine of $2.00 to $50.00 if a warrant is processed against them.

~ Dops & Cats
Dogs and cats will be captured and transported ,if possible, as determined by the Animal Control Officer in the field, to the County Pound it they are

not wearing evidence of 2 current rabies immunization.

- Domestic Livestock
(Catfle, horses, goats, chickens, ete.)
Animal Control will not caplure and transport domestic livestock unless the County Sherif’s Oflice has requested assistance in the seizure pursuant to

3-5-2-—3-5-4,

~ Qther Animals
(Raccoons, snakes, etc.)
Animal Control will provide limited capturing and/or destroying of animals whe are endangering citizens. Animal Control wil ot perform serviees

due to property or ofher damages.

~ (General Guidelines

On average, Anital Control will be performing these duties three days per week.

Citizens can request and provide a deposit for a cage trap from either Animal Control or the Humane Secicty. The citizen will be responsible for the
operation and activities associated with the trap.

The foltowing outlines the guidelines {or processing destroyed animals which are found tu the County:

Citizens will manage the remains of' an animal that has been destroyed. The citizens cannot dispose of the remains within their garbage services. Any
remains not managed withi the property must be transported to the Couaty Pound for cremation. The Landfill cannot accept destroyed animals.
When possible, the Highway Depariment and/or Animal Control will manage destroyed animals located on a public road.

The County Manager is directed and authorized to manage the animal control activities for Shelby County through the Environmental Office and
Animal Control Department. The County Manager can establish policies and procedures a5 deemed necessary for the consistent administration of
animal control within Shelby County {unincorporated).

ALEX DUDCHOCK ¢ COUNTY MANAGER ¢ TELEPHONE (205) 669-3708 ¢ FAX (205) 669-3864
SHELBY COUNTY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




LEASH LAW

Resolution 90-8-27-15

Whereas, the County has received numerous complaints of dogs
running at large in the County that are not under the reasonable
control of their owners; and

Whereas, such dogs cause a serious danger to the health and safety
of the citizens of the County; and

Whereas, the County is anthorized to require the residents of
the County to keep their dogs on their own premises,

Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the County Commission:

1. Every person owning or having in charge any dog or dogs
shall at all times confine such dog or dogs to the limit of his
own premises or the premises on which such dog or dogs is or are
regularly kept. Nothing in this resolution shall prevent the owner
of any dog or dogs to accompany such owner or other person or
Persons elsewhere than on the premises on which such dog or dogs
is or are regularly kept. Any person violating this resolution
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than
$2.00 nor more than $50.00.

2. This resolution shall not apply to the running at large
of any dog or dogs within the corporate limits of anty city or town
in Shelby County that require a license tag to be kept on dogs.

3. The Commission adopts the provisions of Ala. Code, 3-1-

5 as applicable in Shelby County effective immediately.




RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH SHELBY COUNTY AGENCY

Shelby County Health Department - 620-1650
The Health Department, by law, has general supervision and administrative authority to oversee the implementation of the
Rabies Law. 1t is the responsibility to investigate the bite and require quarantine of animals and to determine 2n animals
status, owned or siray, and to prosecute those who violate the law.

Shelby County Rabies Officer - Lawrence Possien DVM (1999)- 988-3559
The Rabies Officer is appointed by the State Board of Health and serves a one year term. He is respousible for seeing that
all dogs and cats in the county are vaccinated against rabies as required by law, to prosecute those who fail to do so and to
assist the County Heakth Department when needed.

Shelby Connty Animal Control - 669-8766
Responsible for capture and transport of unowred/stray, unvaccinated animals which has bitten a human, The nnowned
animal shall be transported to the county ponnd and transferred over to the County Pound for processing.

Shelby County Humane Society - 669-3916 - Animal Shelter - “County Pound”

As operators of the county pound, they are responsible for holding animals collected by the Shelby County Animal
Control. If the animal has bitten or exposed a human, the Humane Society will lumauely destroy the animai and store the head until
itis sent to the State Lab for rabies examination. The County Pound will not quarantize an owned animal who has bitten someone,
All animals transported to the County Pound following an official exposure will be destroyed and head provided to the County
Health Department, Should an owned animal be transported to the County Pouad, the Humane Society will attempt to notify the
owner and said animal shall be picked up immediately by the owner and transported to a licensed veterinarian. The owner will be
responsible for paying the expense associated witl the temporary holding of said animal. If the animal is not picked up within seven
(7) days from compoundment, it shall be destroyed pursuant to 3-7A-8 and 3-7A-9.

Owaed animais are the responsibility of the owner and must be quarantined under the control of a licensed velerinarian.
Auny persons removing animal heads should receive the pre-exposure rabies vaccine.

Shelby County Sheriff’s Office and Municipal Police Departments
Local law enforcement officers are considered aide to the Rabies Officer and are expected to cooperate with him and the local health
department in carrying out the provision of the law.
PROCEDURES - ANIMAL BITES-EXPOSURES
Call County Health Department - 620-1650
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m,

Physicians and Emergency Room Required to report animal bite/exposure to County Health Department
EM.T.’s, Law Enforcement, May report bites if person bitten in not taken to a medical facility or physician.
Other Medical Personnel

Individwals May report tot eh County Health Department or Investigation

Biting Animals IFowner, the owner will be required to quarantine the animal under the direct
Dogs and Cais supervision of a duly licensed veterinarian.

Ifunowned or stray and if there is a chance of disappearance, the animal should be
captured or detained by animal control or faw enforcement or citizen.

Livestock and other domestic

Animals Contact County Health Department
Wildlife Captare and or sacrifice the animal by either animai control, law enforcemeat or
cilizen,

Any person bitten or exposed should see their physiciani!t
IFan animal nwst be kifled in the field, do sot damage the head & immediately deliver to the county pound. If the pound is closed,
the animal should be refrigerated or placed in freezer until it can be delivered to either the County Pound or the County Health

Department.
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Re:  Shelby County 'coz"zmﬁs's'i'ah'-'AuiEbﬁfy to Impotind Animals - -
Pursvant to Section 3-1-5, Code of Alabar:qaz e ot e, L

Dear Alex: .

Alabama, 1975, and in violation of the Shelby County Commission Resolution of September 27, = -~
1990, which adopts the State Statute? L S e e e

Itis m}} opizﬁon that Shelbj Counfjf does not currenﬂy have the po{véx."to lmpound dogsm.nmng at”
large in violation of the aforesaid Section 3-1-5, Code of Alabama, 1975, if the animal in question
is carrying a valid and current Rabies License tag.

The Shelby County Commission by Resolution No,. 90-08-27-15, did, as is allowed by State of
Alabama law, adopt the provisions of Section 3-1-5, Code of Alabama, 1975. This, in my opinion,
applies to animals running at large in. Shelby County, Alabama, but does not give Shelby County or
the Shelby County Commission any power to impound animals running in violation thereof, I
understand that your office currently does, upon receiving complaints, issue warning letters to the
alleged owners of such dogs, warning them of possible legal consequences if the dogs are not
restrained and confined. I think your warning letters are an appropriate exercise of legal powers by
your office and that of the Animal Control Officer of Shelby County. In the event, however, the
owners of such dogs fail to heed such warnings, the Shelby County Animal Contro] Officer nor any
other County employee, is not, in my opinion, legally authorized by existing law to impound such
animal for an alleged violation of said Section 3-1-5, '

-5, supra, the owner of an animal may be guﬂty of
a misdemeanor by allowing his or her animal to run at large in violation of that section. A
complaining party should be directed by your department or the Shelby County Animal Control

Officer to file a report with the Sheriff’s Office - assuming that this oceurs in an unincorporated area
of Shelby County. That complaining party may then obtain a copy of that report to the Sheriff’s

Under the circumstances described in Section 3-1




oo WA eVery good wish Tam G

Mr. Alex Dudchock, County Manager
September 8, 1998 '
Page Two

Circuit Court of Shelby County, Alabama in Columbiana, and apply for a warrant Fwould suggest
i ither the District

that for the complaining party’s own protection,
i ing legal criminal action against the alleged

IfI may be of further service, or if you have any other questions, please feel free to contact me,

.. FCE:ph
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§ 3-1-3

ANIMALS

§ 3-1-8

* § 3.1-3. Liability of owmer, etc., permitting vicious or dangerous animal

to be st liberty, etc., for imjuries caused by same.

Collateral references.

Liahility for persenal injury or death caused
by trespassing or intrucing livestack. 49
ALR4th 710.

Lighility of owner ar operatar of businesa
premises for injury to patron by deg or cat. 67

ALR4th 976.

_Liability for injurfes csuaed by cat. 68
ALR4th 823. T ) .

Landlord’s liakility ta third person for injury
resulting frum attack on Jeased premises by
dangerous or vicioua animalkept by tenant. 87
ALR4th 1004, ,

i

§ 3-1<4. Permitting dog or hog known to kill, etc., sheep, domestic fowl,

etc., to run at large.

Collatersl referencss. [
Wha "harbers” ar “keeps” dog under animal
liahility seatute. 64 ALR4th 363,

§ 3.1.5. Permitting dogs to run at large; applicability of provisions of
section In countes and certsin cities or towns.

This section i3 clearly a general law as
defined by Alabama's Coastitucion and, thus,
gutside the purvisw of Art. IV, § 106, State v.
Gotden, 531 Se. 2d 341 (Ala, Crim. App. 1388).

This section is known as a "local opton
statute.” As such, it zpplies to all counties
that choose ta adagt it: by ics tarm, it does not
apply ta any particular locality ta the exclusion
of others, State v. Golden, 331 Sa. 2d 241 {Ala.
Crim. App. 1988

This section applies ta the whaole state,
far it gives, ta all counties, the opiion ta zvail

themselves of its provisions. State v, Golden,
531 Sa. 2d 941 (Alse. Crm. App. 19481

Clead in Allen v. Whitehaad, 423 Se. 2d 833
(Ala. 1982

Collateral refersnces.

Lizbility of owner of animal for damage ta
mator vehicle ar injury to persen riding thereia
reauiting from collision’ with domestic anical
at large in street or highway. 22 ALR4th 431.

“Wha "harbors” or "keeps” dog under animal
liability statuts. 64 ALRAtR 963,

§ 3-1-8. Liability of owner, etc., for injuries to livestock, etc., caused by
dog while off premises of owmer, stc.

Collatera] references. by
Wha "harsars” or “keeps” dog under animal
liahiliey statuse, 64 ALR4th 963,

§ 3-1-8. Destruction of certain abandoned animals by membaers,

ete., of

societies for prevention of cruelty to animals.

.
Collateral references.
Conateuction of pravisians of statute or ordi-

nancs governing occasion. time, or manner of
summary destruction of demestic animals by
public autharities. 42 ALR4th 839,

Appliesbility of state animal couelty statute
ta medical or scientifie experimentation em-
playing animals. 42 ALR4th 863,

RS
TN T

§ 3-1.10

§ 3-1-10.

Any p
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fine es 1
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§ 6230;
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§ 3-1-11
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¥ 3-TA-3 RABLES ' § 3.74

§ 3-TA-3. Replacement of certificate and tag.

In the event of tag loss when the same has been legally issued, eyq
replacement thereof shall be upon such terms as may be agreed upon with
rabies officer or veterinarian by whom the animal has been immunizeg,

- such instance, a2 new certificate marked "duplicate” may be issued saerj
forth the number of the new tag-and the cercificate issued and distripg:
according to section 3-TA-2. (Acts 1990, No. 90-330, p. 816, § 3.}

—-99‘ 3-TA-6. Fenalty for dog or cat without tag or certificate.

The owmer of any dog or cat found not wearing the evidence of curre
immunization as provided herein or for which o certificate of curre
immunization ¢an be produced, and which is apprehended by an officer

- ocher person charged with the enforcement of this chapter, shall forthwich -
subject to a penalty to be imposed by the rabies officer not to exceed ;
amount equdl to twice ‘the state approved charge for immunization,
addition to the fee heretofore preseribed for immunization. When collecte
the said penalty shall acerue to the rabies officer or his agent, except in ¢
case of a rabies officer employed full-time on salary, in which case the penal
shall acerue to the employing agency or agencies. (Acts 1990, No, 90-33Q,

816, § 6.) Dihies 0FEcest. = VETeALdARAG

§ 3-TA-7. Maintenance of pound; notice of impoundment; adoption
animals. '

It shall be the duty of each and every county in the state to provide
suitable county pound and impounding officer for the impoundment of do
and cats found running at large in violation of the provisions of this chape:
Every municipality wich a population over 5,000 in which the county pound
) not locatad shall maintain 2 suitable pound or contriouce their pro ratz sha
to the staffing and upkeep of the county pound. When dogs and cats a
impounded and if the owmer thereof is known, such owner shall be giv:
direct notice of the impoundment of said animal or animals belonging to hi
or the impounding officer may make szid animal or animals available f
adoption after a period of not less than seven davs. (Acts 1990, No, 20-330,
318, § 7))

J‘ .
§ 317A-8. Destruction of impounded dogs and cats; when authorize
redemption by owner; sale of impounded animals.

All dogs and cats which have been impounded for lack of rahies immunif
tion in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, due notics of whi
shall have been given to the owner as provided in Section 3-TA-T, may
hum_&_lgelv destroved and disvosed of when not redesmed by the owner witt
seven days. In case the owner of an impounded dog or cat desires to ma
redemption thereof, he may do so on the following condition: He shall pay
the immunization of the animal and the penalty as prescribed in Sect

18




§ 3-7A-9 ANTMALS § 3-74A.9

3-TA-6 if certificate of cwrent immunization cannot be produced, and in’
addition, pay for the board of the agimal for the period for which it wag
impounded. The amount paid for the board of the dog or cat shall acerue to the
credit of the city or county, depending upon the jurisdiction of the pound in
which the animal was confined. At his discretion, the said impounding officer
may sell any dog or cat not redeemed or claimed or otherwise disposed of, to
any purchaser desiring the said animal, which said purchaser must comply
with all the pravisions of this chapter, (Acts 1990, No. 90-330, p. 816, § 8.)

§ 3-7TA-9. Quarantine of dog or cat which bites hurman being; destruc.
tion of animal and examination of head; certain acts of or
omissions by owner unlawful: delivery of quarantine
instructions to owner; report of results; canine corps and

séeing eye dogs. :

(a) Whenever the rabies officer or the health officer shall receive informa-
tion that 2 human being has been bitten or exposed by a dog or cat required to
be immunized against rabies, the health officer or his authorized agent shall
cause said dog or cat to be placed in quarantine under the direct supervision of
a duly licensed veterinarian for rabies observation as prescrited in Section
3-7A-1. It shall be unlawful for any person having knowledge that a human
being has been bitten or exposed by 2 dog or cat to fail ta notify one or more of

the aforementioned officers. , _
(b) When said dog or cat is unowned, as determined by the rabies officer or

the health officer after reasonable investigation. or where the owner of 2 dog
or cat agrees in writing, or when ordered by the health officer, the animal
shall be humanely destroyed immediataly after the exposure and the head
shall be submitted for rabies examination to the state health department
laboratary. '

(c) The period of quarantine for animals other than domesticated dogs and
cats which have bitten or exposed 2 human being shall be determined by the
Alabama Department of Public Health upon consultation with the U.S. Public
Health Service. Provided, however, for those animal species where relia}::le
epidemniologic data are lacking regarding duration of rabies virus secretion
from tHe salivary glands. said animals shall be humanely destroyed and the
head submictted for rabies examination to the state health department
laboratgty.

(d) It shall be a violation of this chapter for the owner of such a.nin:’xal to
refuse to comply with the lawful order of the health officer in any particular
case. It is unlawful for the owner to sell, give away, transfer to anO.Cher
location or atherwise dispose of any such animal that is known to have bitten
or exposed a human being until it is released from quarantine by the rabies
officer, duly licensed veterinarian or by the appropriate health officer.

() Instructions for the quarantine of the offending animal shall be
delivered in person or by telephone ta the owner by the health officer or his

. authorized agent. If such instructions cannot be deliversd in such man.ner’.

20




§ 3-TA-10 RABIES o ¥ 3-7a.

they shall be mailed by regular mail, postage prepaid and addressed ¢ ¢
owmner of the animal. The affidavit ar testimony of the health officer or
authorized agent, who delivers ar mails such instructions. shall be prima fac

. evidence of the receipt of such instructions by the owner of the animal, 4,
expenses incurred in the quarantine of the offending animal under th
section and Seczion 3-7TA-8 shall be borme by the owner.

(£) The veterinarian under whose care the offending animal has be,
committed for quarantine shall promptly repors the results of his observatic
of said animal to the attending physician of the human being hicten .
exposed and the appropriate health officer. e

(g} Canine corps dogs and seeing eye dogs shall’ be exempt from t}
quarantine period where such exposure occurs in the line of duty and eviden
of proper immunization against rabies is presentad. but shall be éxarmin.
immediately at the end of 10 days by a licensed veterinarian, who shall reno
the results of his examination to the appropriate health officer as previous]
authorized. (Acts 1990, No. 90-330, p. 816, § 9.)

. § 3-TA-10. Destruction of domestcated species exposed to rabid an

mal; quarantine as option on recommendation of depar
ment of public health.

Those domesticated spacies, for which antirabies vaccine is recognized an
recommended, upon exposure or potential exposure ta 2 known rabid znima
shall be humanely destroyed or slaughtered immediately. Provided, howeve:
the owner may have the option of quarzntining said animals based an th
recommendations of the Alabama Desartment of Public Health upon consw
tation with the U.S. Public Health Service. (Acts 1980, Na. 80-330, p. 81¢
§ 10.)

§ 3-TA-11. County rabies officer application: appointment; terrc
powers and duties; authority of county board of hesaltt

(a) It shall be the responsibility of the county board of health ta nominat
annually one duly licensed vecarinarian from each county within the state fo
the position of rabies officer. Apoplicacions for cthis pesition may be receive
from”any duly licensed veterinarian residing within the county, or in th
event that no applications are received, from the Alabama Vetarinary Medics
Association. Said applications shall be provided to the chairman of eac
county board of heazlth during the month of November. It shall be th
responsibility of the county board of health, within or prior to the month «
January of the appointing year, to select and appoint a nominee, subject to th
approval of the state health officer and the state veterinarian. The appointee’
term of office shall expire on December 31 of the year of appointmen
provided, however, that he shall be eligible for reappointment. ‘The rabie
officer may be removed from office, for cause, by the county beard of health ¢
the state health officer. :

21
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§ 3-7TA-12 ANIMALS ¥ 3TA

(b} Appeintments not made within the prescribed time limits specified {
this section shall become the Joint prerogative of the state health officer an
. the state veterinarian after due consultacion with the appropriate healt
officer. ~- .
(¢} For the purpase of providing proper enforcement of this chapter, th
county board of health is hereby invested with general supervisory an
administrative authority for the implementation of this chapter. It shall b
the duty of the rabies officer to immunize for rabies all dogs and cats covers
under the provisions of this chapter and he may ernploy as many license.
veterinarians to serve as deputies to aid him as he tiay desire. The rabie
officer and his deputies in each county are clothed with limited police power
to the extant that they may issue citations for violations of this chapter as a;
agent of the county board of health, and shall not be subject to the limitation
of Section 36-21-50. The sheriff and his deputies in each county and the polic
officers in each incorporated municipality shall be aides, and are hereh:
instructed to cooperate with said rabies afficer in carrying out the provision:
of this chapter. The compensation of the rabies officer and his deputies shal

" be limited to the fees callected from enforcemenc of the provisions of thi:

chapter. (Acts 1990, No. 90-330, p. 818, § 11

§ 3-TA-12. Penalty for violations.

Any person violating or aiding or abecting the viclation of any provision o.
this chapcer, or councerfeiting or forging any cerificata or tag, or making ans
misrepresentation in regard to any macter prescribed by chis chapeer or rule
promulgated hereunder or except as ocherwise provided. or resisting, ebszuce.
ing, or impeding any authorized officer in enforeing the provisions of this
chapter, or refusing to produce for immunization any animal in his possession
for whick antirabies vaccine is recognized znd recommended, or for failing t
report az animal bite, shall be charged with a Class C misdemesznor, and for
the purpose of enforcing this chapter, shall be fined not fess than §25.00 not
mora than $100.00, zand for the purpose of enforcing this chapter, resort may
be had to any court of competent jurisdiccion. {Acts 1890, No. 90-330, p. 818,
3 12.._),‘.

:

§ 3-TA.13. Placement of area under quarantine; additional measures.

(a) The state health officer, upon request of autharized local officials, may
place certain areas of the state under a rabies quarantine to prevent the
spread of rabies. In extreme situations. the state health officer may place the
area under quarantine without waiting for local reques:.

(b) Whenever the state health officer or local health authorities are
convinced that the situation is conducive to the spread of rabies, additiona!
measures may be imposed as are deemed necessary to prevent the spread al
rables among dogs, cats, and other animals. (Acts 1990, No. 90-530, p. 818

§ 13 | :




Section 3-5-1 Page 1 of 1

Section 3-5-1
"Livestock' or "animal" defined.

The term "livestock” or "animal," where it occurs in this chapter, shall be held to be limited to and to
refer to horses, mares, mules, jacks, jennies, colts, cows, calves, yearlings, bulls, oxen, sheep, goats,

lambs, kids, hogs, shoats and pigs.

(Aets 1939, No. 368, p. 487; Code 1940, T. 3, §77.)

http://www.legislature.state.al.us/CodeofAlabama/1975/3-5-1.htm 5/9/2002



Section 3-5-2 Page 1 of 1

Section 3-5-2

Permitting livestock or animals to run at large upon premises of another without permission or
upon public lands, highways, ete., generally.

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any livestock or animal, as defined in Section 3-5-1, to
knowingly, voluntarily, negligently or wilfully permit any such livestock or animal to go at large in
the State of Alabama either upon the premises of another or upon the public lands, highways, roads or

streets in the State of Alabama.

(b) Nothing in this section or elsewhere in this chapter shall be construed to make it unlawful for
livestock or other animals to run at large on the premises of another when the owner or person in
charge of the premises has consented in writing to let livestock or other animals run at large on the
same or to subject the owner of such livestock or other animals to criminal prosecution therefor.

(c) There shall be no "open range" counties in this state. This section shall apply to all counties within
the state. '

(d) Any person or persons owning or having the possession, custody or control of any livestock who
unlawfuilly and knowingly permit the same to run or be at large, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
and, on conviction, shall be fined not less than double the damages sustained by the injured party or
parties, but in no case more than $50.00, one half of such fine to go to the injured party or parties, and
may also be imprisoned in the county jail or sentenced to hard labor for the county for a term not

exceeding six months at the discretion of the court trying the case,

(Acts 1909, No. 50, p. 41; Code 1923, §3224; Acts 1939, No. 368, p. 487; Code 1940, T. 3, §§78, 93(1), 95; Acts 1951,
No. 53, p. 266, §1.)
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-Section 3-5-3

Liability of owner for damages done by livestock or animals running at large; judgment lien
upon animal or livestock causing damage.

(a) The owner of such livestock or animal being or running at large upon the premises of another or
upon the public lands, roads, highways or streets in the State of Alabama shall be liable for all
damages done to crops, shade or fruit trees or ornamental shrubs and flowers of any person, to be
recovered before any court of competent jurisdiction; provided, that the owner of any stock or animal
shall not be liable for any damages to any motor vehicle or any occupant thereof suffered, caused by
or resulting from a collision with such stock or other animal, unless it be proven that such owner
knowingly or witfully put or placed such stock upon such public highway, road or street where such

damages were occasioned.

(b) The judgment of the court against the owner of such livestock or animal so depredating shall be a
lien superior to all other liens on the livestock or animal causing the damage, except as to taxes.

(Acts 1939, No. 368, p. 487; Code 1940, T. 3, §79.)
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-Section 3-5-4

Taking up of livestock or animals running at Iarge by highway patrol, etc.; notification of
owner thereof generally.

Any state trooper, the sheriff and his deputies of any county, or the constable of any precinct or any
law enforcement officer of any municipality shall take possession of any livestock or animal found at
large upon the premises of another or upon the public lands, roads, highways or streets in the State of
Alabama, and the owner of such livestock or animal, when so taken up, shall be notified personally or
the owner may be notified by leaving a written notice at the usual place of residence of such owner,

within 24 hours after the taking up of such livestock or animal.

(Acts 1939, No. 368, p. 487.)
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